
 Comments on CWA Vote to become a “Sanctuary Body” 

Of the many important votes at the 2019 Churchwide Assembly that concluded in                              

Milwaukee last week- one mo on taken was to declare the ELCA a “sanctuary church body”. 

This brief phrase is open to myriad interpreta on and misinterpreta on. Confusion about this 

ac on intensified as it received na onal media a(en on. As with most news snippets, the 

complexity of the ma(er at hand was disregarded in favor of a snappy headline. 

We can tell you with clarity the following: 

• The ELCA is not manda ng (and cannot mandate) that its congrega ons engage in                              

        any prac�ce, related to sanctuary or otherwise 

• The ELCA is not condoning or advoca ng illegal conduct on the part of its                                                 

        congrega ons or members 

• The ELCA is not recommending any specific way(s) for each congrega on and member  

       to prac ce sanctuary 

• The ELCA is renewing its public commitment to take concrete ac on to fulfill                             

       scripture’s mandate to welcome strangers—including immigrants and refugees—and  

       provide for their needs 

• The ELCA is renewing its commitment to advoca ng for reform in our na on’s broken  

       immigra on system and for humane treatment of immigrants and refugees 

• The ELCA is renewing its commitment to the AMMPARO (Accompanying Migrant                      

       Minors with Protec on, Advocacy, Representa on and Opportuni es) Ini a ve  

The history of sanctuary within the church, and especially the Lutheran Church, is long. If you 

would like to read more about the resolu on you can download the “ELCA Report of the                         

Memorial Commi�ee” at oslc-wi.org. More informa on will become available in a few months. 

We might hold bible studies or discussion sessions on this interes ng topic in the future. In the 

mean me, if you have ques ons or concerns, please reach out to us.  

“And have them make me a sanctuary, so that I may dwell among them.”  Exodus 25:8 

The vast majority of biblical references to “sanctuary” involve a place where God may dwell 

among God’s people. At our best, we will see that more o:en than not, the word “sanctuary” 

is a reminder that God has chosen to dwell among God’s people. Among all of God’s people, 

including the most vulnerable. All of God’s people, including us. 

  

Yours in the faith, 

  

 

 

Our denomina on, the ELCA, holds a churchwide assembly triennially - to worship, vote                 

on ma(ers of governance and policy, and be church together for the sake of the world.                  

This past week’s churchwide assembly was full of important votes and ac ons, including: 
 

• Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton was reelected for a second six-year term on the first ballot. 

• Approved resolu on declaring the ELCA as a “sanctuary church body.” See back for details. 

• Approved support for the World Council of Church’s Thursdays in Black, awareness                            

movement for a world without rape and violence.  

• Voted to commemorate June 17 as a day of repentance, in honor and remembrance of the             

martyrdom of the Emanuel 9. 

• Approved a declara on for inter-religious commitment, reaffirming ecumenical and                          

interfaith partnerships. 

• Approved the recommenda ons from a strategic taskforce which has been studying how                 

to  work toward authen c diversity in our church. 

• Approved memorials: affirming but not “endorsing” the Poor People’s Campaign, care for                

immigrants and refugees, and other statements. 

• Adopted a new social statement, “Faith, Sexism, and Jus ce: a Lutheran Call to Ac on,”                    

and its implemen ng resolu ons.  

• Deacon Sue Rothmeyer was elected Churchwide Secretary, a full- me posi on which acts                

as execu ve administrator and leader on all cons tu onal ma(ers and interpreta on. 

• Cons tu onal change for Deacons (rostered ministers of word and service) to be ordained,             

from the previous prac ce of consecra on. 

• Celebrated the milestones of 50 years of women's ordina on, 40 years since the first                        

woman of color was ordained, and 10 years since full inclusion of LGBTQIA+ clergy. 
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